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“Facing the skepticism of 
certain heads of state and the 
cowardice paralyzing others, 
we respond guided by a 
single principle: action. And 
we apply a single method that 
consists of knocking down 
walls and putting up bridges.” 

– Mayor Ann Hidalgo



IPCC Report

● Human activities are estimated to have 
caused approximately 1.0 C of global 
warming above the pre-industrial level.

● Global warming is likely to reach 1.5 C 
between 2030 and 2052 if it continues to 
rise at the current rate.

● Limiting warming to 1.5 C will require 
transformative systemic changes, integrated 
with sustainable development
○ 50% GHG reduction by 2030 



My Motivation    



Climate Disruption Index

Increased drought and 
flooding and urban heat 
islands expected in the 
Kansas City region





The Goal: 
To determine whether it is possible 
to reverse global warming by 
identifying, measuring and modeling 
the most impactful solutions to either 
reduce emissions or remove 
greenhouse gases from the 
atmosphere.















MKCCAC Leadership

● Both KS and MO leaders

● Leaders representing all levels of local 

government

● Subcommittees include over 100+ 

participants



Mike Kelly and Lindsey Constance



To enact and foster proactive strategies, systems and 
structures within the KC region that will drawdown 

greenhouse gases, improve climate resiliency and generate 
corresponding economic, social, health and quality of life 

benefits.



GOALS
Climate Action Plan

- Including a greenhouse emissions inventory

Public Policy
- Develop annual legislative platforms
- Policy playbook for elected officials

Climate Summit
- September 14, 2019
- Johnson County Community College





CLIMATE ACTION PLAN



Regional Climate Action Plan

May 2019 – Launch GHG inventory project

October 2019 – Completion of regional GHG inventory and Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment  

November 2019 – Technical workshop to present GHG inventory to stakeholders and identify climate 

mitigation and adaptation measures

February 2020 – Completion of analysis/quantification of mitigation actions 

April 2020 – Draft Climate Action Plan 

June 2020 – Final Climate Action Plan published 

September 2020 – Project closure event and next steps (Climate Summit 2020)



PUBLIC POLICY 

State Legislative Platforms

- Kansas
- Missouri

Climate Action Playbook



Co-Benefits in Action

Evergy Direct Renewables Agreements: 

Harnessing wind to attract and grow businesses



PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
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