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The Climate & Energy Project 
seeks to dramatically reduce greenhouse gas emissions in 
America's Heartland through the ambitious deployment of 

energy efficiency and renewable energy, in policy and practice. 







Rising energy costs and pressing water 
worries in the Heartland combine to bring 
diverse agriculture, water, natural resource, 
and energy organizations together around 
positive actions that everyone can applaud.



Steering Committee

KSU Research & Extension
Groundwater Management #4 
Kansas Center for Agricultural 
Resources & the Environment
Kansas Center for Sustainable 
Agriculture & Alternative Crops 
Kansas Department of 
Agriculture, Division of 
Conservation
Kansas Electric Cooperatives
Kansas Electric Power 
Cooperative, Inc.
Kansas Farmer's Union
Kansas Grazing Lands Coalition
Kansas Natural Resources Council

Kansas Rural Center
Kansas Sustainable Agriculture 
Research & Education 
Kansas Water Office 
Kansas Water Resources 
Institute
Midwest Energy, Inc.
National Resource 
Conservation Service
Kansas Farm Bureau 
No-Till on the Plains
Sustainable Cropping Systems, 
KSU Research & Extension
USDA Rural Development



Standards for Innovations
Saves water.
Saves energy. 
Affordable or funding available.
Replicable, scalable, appropriate.
Saves money.
Preserves or enhances soil quality.
Preserves or enhances water quality.
Incorporates renewable energy.





2015 Award Winners!

We face tremendous challenges with water issues in the 
state of Kansas. These producers practice stewardship of 
water, soil, and energy on a daily basis. They are the leaders 
of the pack of innovation.”  – USDA Director Patty Clark



WEBSITE AND VIMEO
www.WaterAndEnergyProgress.org

http://www.waterandenergyprogress.org/


WEBSITE AND VIMEO

Vimeo.com/ClimateAndEnergy
Vimeo.com/ClimateAndEnergy


Mark Eitel, Dighton
Wise use of Water, Soil, and Wind

My family has lived in this area for over a hundred years now.  
I feel like it is my heritage and my responsibility to try to keep 
the family farm running as long as possible.” 



Mark Eitel, Dighton
Wise use of Water, Soil, and Wind



Mark Eitel, Dighton
Wise use of Water, Soil, and Wind

Measurement indicates the actual 
distance from the ground to the water 

level
2013 – 99.27
2014 – 97.96
2015 – 97.45

Distance to water is less, so water 
quantity in well is higher.  

Eitel’s practices are actually replenishing 
water levels in his wells.  



Dale Strickler, Jamestown
Growing the Soil



Dale Strickler, Jamestown
Growing the Soil

I wanted to improve my soil. I wanted to improve the wild life. 
I wanted to reduce the amount of fossil fuel. I wanted a more 
of a regenerative type of enterprise. I wanted to use cattle to 
recycle and put that organic matter back on the ground.



Dale Strickler, Jamestown
Growing the Soil

Nothing I do creates fertility; 

it recycles fertility. Once 

you create a fertile soil, you 
can just coast for years and 
years as it cycles back.



Gail Fuller, Emporia
Farming in Nature’s Image

I want to hand my farm to my 

children with pride not shame. I 

have a few years left to try to 

reverse as much of the damage I 
have caused as possible.



Gail Fuller, Emporia
Farming in Nature’s Image



Gail Fuller, Emporia
Farming in Nature’s Image

“The earth will survive, that is not in 

doubt. What is in doubt is who will 

be the tenant.

With the extreme weather we are 

seeing, Mother Nature is making it 

very clear that she is not happy 

with who is in charge today.”
- Gail Fuller, Emporia, Ks



Ted Alexander, Sun City
A Used Sunlight Salesman

I make art. I‘m in the process of turning 

sunlight into protein.  Figuring out the 

interaction between the birds and lizards and 

sagebrush and cattle can all exist and we can 

all exist together. It’s kind of fun.



Ted Alexander, Sun City
A Used Sunlight Salesman

“I have streams that are flowing and we’re in the 

worst drought since the 1950’s. I have water 

flowing out of canyons that 30 years ago were 

dry. I got rid of the cedar trees, I apply principles 

of grazing management, watch my stock rate, 

watch the rainfall, and adjust my stocking rate 
according to the rainfall.” – Ted Alexander



Pete Ferrell, Beaumont
What’s good for Ecology is good for the Economy

“The wind 
blows even in 
a drought.”
- Pete Ferrell



Pete Ferrell, Beaumont
What’s good for Ecology is good for the Economy

We’ve got to find a way to earn more per 

unit because I can’t run as many units. The 

potential of frequent drought is forcing me to 
change my economic model. 



Pete Ferrell, Beaumont
What’s good for Ecology is good for the Economy

If you want to be successful, you 

better position yourself to be 
extremely conservation minded.



Living Acres Network
Networking for Soil Health



Living Acres Network
Networking for Soil Health

“As farmers, we have a moral obligation for these resources. 

We’ve been given this ability to take care of water and soil. 

We need to do that. We have to do the right thing to take care 

of these resources for generations to come, for our cities and 
towns, for life in western Kansas.” –Daniel Schultz



Living Acres Network
Networking for Soil Health

“Because it takes such a long time to improve 
your soil health . . . If we all do this together, we 
can just accelerate this so fast.” – Larry Manhart



Outcomes
• Focusing on positive stories that save water 

and energy can engage effectively
• Sharing homegrown solutions encourages 

collaboration and innovation.



Outcomes

• Increasing networks for renewable energy
• Making connections, focusing on solutions, 

presenting balanced facts, and  
incorporating diverse voices.



Outcomes

“Rising temperatures are leading to increased 
demand for water and energy. In parts of the 
region, this will constrain development, stress 
natural resources, and increase competition 
for water. New agricultural practices will be 
needed to cope with changing conditions.” –

2014 National Climate Assessment, Great Plains Region.  

http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report/regions/great-plains


2013 Award Winners!

"In the future, we will have to produce more with 
less inputs, and that will take solutions that make 
pragmatic sense.” Gov. Brownback at the 2013 
Water + Energy Progress Awards
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