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Introduction

ÅWhere are the green jobs?

ïNew Construction?

ïBuilding Retrofits?

ïAgriculture?

ïRenewable Energy?

ïResearch?

ïEmerging Fields?



Updating Existing Housing Stock

ÅAs of 2000, all homes of size "4 units" and 

smaller combined to a total of 86,803,040 
ï (http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/housing/census/historic/units.html)

ÅToday Greater Kansas City has over 750,000 

housing units built

ÅThe need for trained and 

certified energy auditors 

and home energy raters is 

growing tremendously!

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/housing/census/historic/units.html


ARRA Stimulus Funds

ÅAmerican Recovery & Reinvestment Act

ïFunding for Missouri: Approx. $60,000,000

ïFunding for Kansas: Approx. $30,000,000

ÅEnergy audits and cost-effective energy 

improvements are required by Stimulus 

funds to be performed on many thousands 

of homes in the Greater Kansas City region 

ïfor both public & private sectors



Stimulus Programs

ÅAmerican Recovery & Reinvestment Act

ÅStimulus Programs: www.RECOVERY.gov

ÅRelated Organizations: RESNET, ICLEI, BPI, 

Veterans for Green Jobs & Architecture 2030

http://www.recovery.gov/


Certified Energy Auditors

ÅBuilding Performance Institute (BPI) has programs to 

certify home energy auditors ïcalled Building Analysts

ÅProperly conducted home energy audits involve 

measuring, inspecting, testing, physical exertion, plus 

math & other skills

ÅTest ñinò and Test ñoutò

ÅCombustion and Gas Leak Testing

ÅInteraction with Customer

ÅCreation of a Scope of Work



Building Performance Institute

ÅBuilding Performance Institute

ïwww.bpi.org

ÅBuilding Analyst

ïSame as Energy Auditor

http://www.bpi.org/


Certified HERS* Raters

Å*HERS ïHome Energy Rating Systems

ïHERS Raters aka Home Energy Raters

ÅOnly certified HERS raters have access to 

energy rating software approved by RESNET

ÅRating software is used for tax credits, code 

compliance & more



Programs That Require Raters

ÅMany programs involve HERS raters:
ïEPA ENERGY STAR® for New Homes

ïResidential Tax Credits for New Homes

ïLEED® for Homes

ïEEMs and EIMs

ïVerification of Code Compliance

ïCreation of HERS Index Scores 

ïHeartland MLS (Real Estate)



HERS Index Scores

ÅHERS Index Scores are used to evaluate the 

energy-efficiency of a home compared as a 

relative average to other homes & to a 

reference home created by software

ÅMany areas mandate HERS scores prior to 

the sale or resale of a property

ÅHeartland MLS has provisions for energy 

scores and green components of homes


