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New EPA Regional Administrator

ÂAssoc. professor in history and environmental 

studies at Kansas University for 10 years

ÂServed six years in Idaho State Senate

ÂFormer Exec. Director of  Idaho Conservation 

League 

ÂB.A., Yale University

ÂMasters in International Relations, London 

School of  Economics

ÂLaw degree from Harvard University 

ÂPh.D. from Kansas University

Karl Brooks

Karl Brooks



EPA Administrator Jacksonõs 

2009 Accomplishments

Â Taking first serious actions to reduce greenhouse gases 

Â Set out principles to ensure safety of chemicals in 

products and environment 

Â Revitalized work on Clean Water Act, Chesapeake Bay 

and Great Lakes

ÂCarrying out EPAõs part of the Presidentõs Recovery 

Act

Â Expanding the conversation on environmentalism 

http://www.epa.gov/


Greenhouse Gas 

Endangerment Finding

ÂSupreme Court determined GHGs were air 

pollutants in 2007 and ordered EPA to 

determine whether to regulate GHGs under 

Clean Air Act

Â Much of this evaluation had been done for a 

July 2008 Federal Register and opportunity to 

comment 

http://www.epa.gov/


Greenhouse Gas 

Endangerment Finding (cont.)

ÂDecember 7, 2009 - Administrator signed two 
distinct findings:

ÂEndangerment Finding: Concentrations of  
GHGs in the atmosphere threaten public health and 
welfare. 

ÂCause or Contribute Finding: Emissions of 
GHGs from new motor vehicles contribute to the 
GHG pollution which threatens public health and 
welfare.


